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Inclusive: China’s Soft Law Program and Promotion Path for Global
Governance under the Belt and Road Initiative

BI Ying
(Guanghua Law School, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou Zhejiang, 310008)

Abstract: The Belt and Road Initiative has provided a significant platform for China to contribute to the construction

of an international discourse that reflects the common values of the world. Therein, the international soft law can provide a

gradual yet feasible path for the development of global governance under the Belt and Road Initiative. With the soft law,

the new element of “inclusive” in the field of international economic law may develop into an important new principle of

future international economic cooperation. It is observed that about 41% (35/85) of the official documents of the Belt and

Road Initiative have referred to “inclusive”, with a frequency of up to 68 times. Theoretically, “inclusive” has three core

elements: subject diversity, process interaction and results sharing. In the implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative, a

double—layer macro and micro propulsion path is suggested to make “inclusive” a soft principle “without legal binding yet

with practical effect” rather than a mere concept in documents to gradually meet the requirements of “state practice

(material factors)’and “opinio juris (psychological factors)”, and eventually to be upgraded to be the principle of

international customary law with rigid force and contribute to the development of international rule of law.

Key words: Belt and Road Initiative; soft law; inclusive; pluralism; PEP model



