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Why Is the Theory of Goodness the Only Theory of Human Nature

ZHANG Wan-lin
(Biquan Academy of Xiangtan University, Xiangtan, Hunan, 411105)

Abstract: To understand the theory of goodness of human nature, we must start from its relationship with “Tian” (X,
heaven). “Goodness’means that humans are innately able to rise above material desires to show the power of self—
determination and self-legislation and to aspire to the transcendence noumenon, “Tian”. This process itself has absolute
value, so it is “goodness”. “Goodness” is a word of praise for “transcendent noumenon”, not an attribute in ethics. At the
same time, the theory of goodness of human nature implies the beginning of “religious dynamics”, thus confirming the
difference between humans and animals, safeguarding human dignity and opening up the religious dimension of humans. If
we admit that humans are rational beings different from animals, then Mencius’s theory of human nature is the only theory
of human nature. Any theory that does not discuss human nature in relation to  “Tian”, in whatever form it is, inevitably
falls into the abyss of the theory of original evil. “Evil" means that humans cannot control themselves, but go with the flow
and that without self-determination and self-legislation they cannot aspire to “Tian”. Therefore, human nature cannot have
absolute value and is thus evil. If the theory of evil includes the possibility of being good, then it must imply a clue leading
to the theory of goodness. Otherwise, “Goodness” is impossible. This proves that the theory of evil is wrong, and the theory
of goodness is the only theory of human nature.

Key words: good by nature; evil by nature; theory of goodness; theory of human nature; religious dynamics



